








BLOCK IN COLOR

Soft Block-In: Rubbing light applications of soft 
pastel across the page with broad side-strokes.

BROAD BLENDING

Blending: Using pipe insulation or a soft cloth to 
smear out any hard lines completely.

ATMOSPHERE

Value Close-Out: Merging foreground and background 
elements using closely related mid-tone values.

LOST EDGES

Lost & Found: Re-establishing only a select few crisp 
details in the immediate foreground.

FINISHED DEPTH

A finished landscape has air, depth, and quiet 
transitions.

COLOR & EXPRESSIONATMOSPHERE / DEPTH PRINCIPLES

LARGE MASSES : Start with broad value shapes.

SOFT EDGES :

COLOR TEMPERATURE : 

LOST & FOUND : Sharp edges should lead the eye.

MATERIALS
•	 Terry Ludwig or Unison soft 

pastels

•	 UArt 400-grit sanded paper
•	 Hard pastel basic set
•	 Kneaded eraser
•	 Stiff bristle clean-up brush

STUDIO EXERCISE
Create a foggy landscape or  
shoreline scene emphasizing  
depth through value, color 
temperature, and edge control.
•	 Use a limited color palette
•	 Soften background forms
•	 Keep the focal area clear

ART HISTORY INSIGHT: ATMOSPHERE, LIGHT & DEPTH

Edgar Degas — Jockeys Before the Race 
Ville d’Avray, 1882

Edgar Degas — The Dance Class 
 Ville d'Avray, 1874

Odilon Redon 
Butterflies, 1910

Mary Cassatt
Mother & Child, 1878

John Singer Sargent 
Simplon Pass, 1911

PASTEL PROCESS: EDGES, AIR AND DISTANCE 
SOFT BLENDING & aerial perspective

Blend transitions to create air.

Cooler and lighter colors recede.

SETUP: One light source from they side

KEY IDEA
Not everything in a painting 
should be equally sharp. 

Soft edges create space, air, 
and distance.

WEEK 5

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Create atmospheric effects through 
blending. Use related values to 
unify a composition.Understand the 
concept of lost and found edges.
Control visual focus through selec-
tive detail.Develop depth and mood 
using soft pastel techniques. 

SOFT BLENDING &  
ATMOSPHERE

Pastel artists create atmosphere 
by blending colors and values into 
soft transitions. As values become 
closely related, forms connect and 
the composition feels unified. In the 
final Lost & Found stage, only a few 
edges are sharpened while others 
remain soft, guiding the viewer’s 
eye and creating depth.

•	 Color Has Mood – Colors can 
communicate feelings and emotions.

•	 Warm vs. Cool – Warm colors 
advance; cool colors recede.

•	 trast attracts attention and 
create semphasis.



Art Focus: contemporary pastel  
work and portfolio-quality Core  
Technique: planning, refinement,  
critique, and finished presentation.

          LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Complete a finished 

pastel painting
• Apply techniques from 

previous lessons
• Learn presentation and 
• portfolio preparation
• Participate in critique and 

discussion

KEY IDEA
A finished work combines 
drawing, value, color, texture, 
atmosphere, and personal 
expression.

FINAL PASTEL 

Plan the composition with quick thumbnail 
sketches.

Establish structure, value, and major color 
direction.

Develop layers of color, texture, and 
atmosphere.

Adjust edges, focal points, and final accents. Prepare the work for critique, display, or 
portfolio use.

STRUCTURE (VALUE) COLOR & EXPRESSION

PORTFOLIO / FINAL PRINCIPLES
PLAN FIRST
Strong work begins with clear design.
USE YOUR TOOLS
Combine value, color, texture, and edges.
REFINE FOCUS
Every adjustment should support the main 
idea.
PRESENT CLEANLY
Protect the surface and prepare for review.

MATERIALS
• Terry Ludwig or Unison 

soft pastels
• UArt 400-grit sanded

paper
• Hard pastel basic set
• Kneaded eraser
• Stiff bristle clean-up

brush

STUDIO EXERCISE
Create a finished pastel painting incorporating 
underpainting, broken color, movement, 
atmosphere, and strong design principles.

• Choose your strongest 
subject

• Use techniques from all 
weeks

• Prepare for class 

critiqueSETUP

GUIDE1 strong light
source from one side

• A r r a n g e 
subject with clear focal 
areas

• Keep 
composition simple and

CONTEMPORARY PASTEL MASTERS

Jen Evenhus
Path on the Bay, 2018

A.J. Wainright  
Night Lights, 2018

Daggi Wallace
Resist, 2024

Duane Wakeham  
To The Bay Beyond, 2015

Lana Ballot 
Snow on Main Street, 2018

WEEK 6 THE PASTEL PROCESS - BRINING it ALL TOGETHER 

TONAL THUMBNAIL UNDERPAINTING COLOR BUILD REFINEMENT FINISHED DEPTH

Final PASTEL & 
PORTFOLIUO


