


THE PROCESS: THREE PARTS 

GRISAILLE TECHNIQUE 
1. DRAWING 2. GRISAILLE BLOCK-IN 3. REFINED MODELING

Building Form Through Value 

Grisaille is a classical 
monochromatic method used 
to establish volume and light 
before color is introduced. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• Develop grayscale value control

• Understand edge relationships

• Create dimensional form

• Transition from drawing into paint

KEY IDEA 

Value first, 

color second. 

ART HISTORY INSIGHT: VALUE MASTERS 

REMBRANDT 

1606-1669 

Master of light 

and shadow 

structure. 
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STUDIO EXERCISE 

Paint a grayscale portrait study 

emphasizing realistic light 

and shadow transitions. 

BOUGUEREAU 

1825-1905 

Academic

prec
i

sion built on 

value studies. 

INTERMEDIATE OIL PAINTING • 8 WEEK COURSE HANDOUT SERIES • STRAUSS DESIGNWORKS

MATERIALS 

• Oil Paints:

Ivory Black

Titanium White

• Medium:

Odorless Mineral Spirits

or Gamsol

• Support: Canvas or Panel

• Brushes: Filbert, Flat, Round

SOROLLA 

1863-1923 

Luminous value 

design with 

strong value. 

SARGENT 

1856-1925 

Confident value 

relationships 

create life. 
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